
 

Policy Digest April 2026 

This policy digest provides links to items of interest produced by Healthwatch Northumberland 
partners and stakeholders and other organisations in the wider health and social care field.  To 
help with prioritisation we have classified the items using the following key: 
 

 1  Important to HWN strategic aims         2   Of interest to HWN              3 Wider interest   
 

Social Care 
1 
 
2 
 

Social Care: the annual King’s Fund overview of the state of social care. 
 
CQC assessment frameworks: the CQC has shared draft versions of its proposed 
assessment frameworks for specific areas including Adult Social Care 

Health 
1 
 
1 
 
 
2 
 
 
 
1 
 
 
3 

Public perception of care: latest report from Healthwatch England attached. 
 
General Practice: a useful overview of General Practice including latest changes 
to the substantive contact. 
 
Patient Trust: interesting article attached about ‘trust’ in care services and the 
impact of increased workloads and technology in making care more 
transactional than relationship based. 
 
Patient experience in improving General Practice: attached report looking at 
how patient experience is used to improve quality in general practice.  
 
Funding healthcare: interesting report on the comparison in performance 
between insurance based and taxpayer funded healthcare. 

Communication and Engagement 

1 
 
2 

NENC People’s Hub: latest edition of the Hub newsletter. 
 
NENC ICB: latest update from ICB Chief Executive 

Northumberland 
2 
 
1 
 

Northumberland Recovery College: latest update and events 
 
Carers Northumberland: link to latest updates for professionals. 

 

https://www.kingsfund.org.uk/insight-and-analysis/long-reads/social-care-360?utm_source=The%20King%27s%20Fund%20newsletters%20%28main%20account%29&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=15437138_NEWSL_WeeklyUpdate_140426&utm_content=Button_SC360&dm_i=21A8,96VDE,PWIMII,12JCK4,1,0,0,0
https://www.cqc.org.uk/about-us/how-we-involve-you/consultations/give-your-views-draft-sector-specific-assessment-frameworks
https://commonslibrary.parliament.uk/research-briefings/cbp-7194/?utm_source=HOC+Library+-+Research+alerts&utm_campaign=b1d9ea5f8f-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2026_04_29_09_00&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_a9da1c9b17-b1d9ea5f8f-103792826&mc_cid=b1d9ea5f8f&mc_eid=cf50cdadad
https://www.ippr.org/articles/bismarck-versus-beveridge-revisited
https://cdn.mc-weblink.sg-mktg.com/weblink/MTc3Njc2Nzg5MHxGNkVvNnM1REZMQl9UMjhfRnY0VTZkdl9rYXlIMnAzYTBSclVoYVRrcU1SVkZjTGVFRk1PNWQ4T2s1T0twTlotcFFlMjZkUDZFNXBvQmFYbFRaMXkzUEttdjkzRnRsWGUyY2d0NkxxMEJ2RDZJRmhuWENwU0w0YjhjTGZ6ZEM5SDJVWVF6cUZRV3ZGLTlxR0oxWVNTY05uRnFJSGR5TDM5czhUV2FfcHIxTlEzYmtGVGhNM2lPVzBYcXEzSlA2cEhtcDB6eGs3NlJlY3pmLXZoRWtEMG91aGNCbDZ5VDEwbHFybzc5RUY0bC1vRU1sQ3M3ajFsVHZVWjJiaGpPREE2ZGIyUWhDVmhybklMMnJmanZzVnl0aGpEUzF5c045NTRxR1JZWW9ESmtKSnF3TUh4bUhMT1NZQUpBTS1qT0VQVGtnYnJ4VG5mZVVvPXzr93q5dLddmVnsx_vfI9q_UY3IoTT5NZSbEbrrp6GCJA==
https://mailchi.mp/cd4fb612e5cc/icb-update-10-april-11047287?e=3f51fd4fd8
https://northumberlandrecoverycollege.co.uk/events/
https://carersnorthumberland.org.uk/professionals

